
 

 

 

         12/2/2025 MINUTES 

 
Board of Directors       Staff & guests 
 Miff Devin – Chair, Zone 1       Jared Huddleston – Nat Res Project Manager  
 Jim McElligott – At-large      Kevin Payne – District Manager 
 Colin McElligott – Vice Chair, Zone 2      Jared Schiller – Wildlife Habitat Tech 
 Brian Doherty – Treasuer, Zone 3     Corey Sweeney – Weed Coordinator 
 Duane Neiffer – At-Large      Jennifer Wilson – NRCS DC 
         Shanda Zettle - ODA 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:01pm by Colin McElligott. 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
The minutes from the November meeting were reviewed and approved by the board. 
 
Kevin discussed with the board about a new potential membership with the Southern Blues Prescribed Burn Association 
and participating on a steering committee for the association. Kevin is going to do some more research on joining the 
association and bring back information at the January meeting. 
 
STAFF REPORTS/FINANCIAL REPORTS: The November financial and staff reports were reviewed by the board.  
 
PARTNER REPORTS: Jennifer gave a report on recent NRCS activities. There was a hiring freeze that got lifted in October. 
She stated that there will be new changes to CSP and EQIP programs starting the first of the year and will have to train 
staff on these changes. All CSP renewals have been canceled. The upcoming Local Work Group meeting in February will 
discuss some these changes in more detail. Keira has been on detail at the Condon office and will be back in the Heppner 
office end of December, and Garret will be on paternity leave beginning in January. 
 
Corey Sweeney went through his quarterly report (see attached report). He also introduced Shanda Zettle who is the 
new Integrated Weed Management Specialist in NE Oregon for ODA. She gave an update on bio controls in the state of 
Oregon and mentioned a new control targeted at Russian thistle. ODA is going to release some Russian thistle bio 
controls soon in Morrow and Umatilla County. Other bio controls mentioned include White top, puncturevine, yellow 
star thistle, and knapweed. 
 
DISTRICT CORRESPONDENCE: Kevin gave an update on the OWEB small grant team 26 which he serves on. He noted 
that there is an emphasis on outreach to new potential members this new biennium.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS: Kevin is still participating on the Source Water Protection Plan (SWPP) board. Kevin mentioned that 
Mark Porter is spearheading a reboot of the RCPP proposal for annual grass. 
 
There were no public comments 
 
The next meeting will be January 6th at 6pm followed by the district’s annual meeting starting at 6:30pm in Heppner at 
the Ag Service Center building and available via zoom. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:32pm. 
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